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Again, the goddess Ma was served by a multitude of sacred
harlots at Comana in Pontus, and crowds of men and women
flocked to her sanctuary from the neighbouring cities and
country to attend the biennial festivals or to pay their vows
to the goddess.1

If we survey the whole of the evidence on this subject, The
some of which has still to be laid before the reader, we may Mother
conclude that a great Mother Goddess, the personification of Goddess a
all the reproductive energies of nature, was worshipped under

different names but with a substantial similarity of myth and *he *?Pro~
ritual by many peoples of Western Asia ;  that associated energies of
with her was a lover, or rather series of lovers, divine yet namre-
mortal, with whom she mated year by year, their commerce
being deemed essential to the propagation of animals and
plants, each  in  their several kind ; 2 and  further, that the
fabulous union of the divine pair was simulated and, as it
were, multiplied  on  earth  by the real, though  temporary,
union of the human sexes at the sanctuary of the goddess
for   the  sake  of thereby ensuring  the   fruitfulness  of  the
ground and the increase of  man and beast.3    And if the
1 Strabo, xii. 3. 32, 34 and 36, pp.      were no longer fruitful and that many
557-559 ; compare xiL 2. 3, p. 535.      mishaps befell them, they prayed the
Other sanctuaries in Pontus, Cappa-      emperor to allow them to retain the
docia, and Phrygia swarmed with sacred     custom, "for it was by reason of this
slaves, and we may conjecture, though     usage that their gods bestowed upon
we are not told, that many of these      them all the good things that they
slaves were prostitutes. See Strabo,      possessed, and without it they saw not
xi. 8. 4, xii. 2. 3 and 6, xii, 3. 31 and     how they could continue to exist."
37, xii. 8. 14.                                            See The Book of Ser Marco. Polc^
* On this great Asiatic goddess and      translated and edited by Colonel Henry
her lovers see especially Sir W. M.      Yule, Second Edition (London, 1875),
Ramsay, Cities and Bishoprics of    i.2l2sq. Here apparently the fertility
Phrygia, i. 87 sqq.                                    of the soil was deemed to depend on
3 Compare W. Mannhardt, Antikc     the intercourse of the women with
Wold- und Feldkultc, pp. 284 sq. ;     strangers, not with their husbands.
W. Robertson Smith, The Prophets of     Similarly, among the Oulad Abdi, an
Israel^ New Edition (London, 1902),      Arab tribe of Morocco, "the women
pp. 171-174. Similarly in Camul, for-     often seek a divorce and engage in
merly a province of the Chinese Empire,      prostitution in the intervals between
the men used to place their wives at the     their marriages ; during that time they
disposal of any foreigners who came to     continue to dwell in their families,
lodge with them, and deemed it an     and their relations regard their conduct
honour if the guests made use of their     as very natural. The administrative
opportunities. The emperor, hearing     authority having bestirred itself and
of the custom, forbade the people to     attempted to regulate this prostitution,
observe it. For three years they     the whole population opposed the
obeyed, then, finding that their lands     attempt, alleging that such a measure